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1. Global COVID-19 pandemic at a glance
Time series of reported cases & deaths

7-day rolling average per 100,000 population



2. Trends in the Covid-19 pandemic
Cases

Top 5 small & large countries with 
the biggest ↑ in cases last 7 days

Time series of % change in cases
Continents | Past 7 days



3. Trends in the Covid-19 pandemic
Deaths

Top 5 small & large countries with 
the biggest ↑ in deaths last 7 days

Time series of % change in deaths
Continents | Past 7 days



4. Distribution of variants in select countries
Select 

Countries
The share of analyzed sequences in the preceding two weeks that correspond to each variant group. This
share may not reflect the complete breakdown of cases since only a fraction of all cases are sequenced.

Total 
Samples

South Africa 153

France 1067

Germany 471

United Kingdom 1910

United State 4806

Canada 2431

Chile 140

South Korea 1379

China 673

Singapore 207

Australia 511

Source: Our World in Data; GISAID, via CoVariants.org; Data to 09 Fecruary 2023 (last 2 weeks samples) 



5. COVID-19 in South Africa
Time series of reported cases & deaths

7-day rolling average per 100,000 population
Current

__ __ __

% change 
since last 

end-of-wave 
(236 days)

2.37% ↑ in
Cases

4,057,211
Cases

1.31% ↑ in
Deaths

102595
Deaths



6. Paxlovid reduces hospitalization and mortality

• Retrospective, observational cohort study
• N = 21,493: 9881 Paxlovid & 11,612 untreated
• Paxlovid treatment 

– 55% lower hospitalizations
– 85% lower mortality

• 18-64 years: 47% less hospitalisation
• >65 years:    63% less hospitalisation

Figure 1. Cumulative incidence plots for all-cause 
hospitalisation to day 28 by treatment status



All ages benefit
Fully vaccinated patients 
over 50 years on Paxlovid 
are ~3 times less likely to 
be hospitalized than those 
not treated with PaxlovidFigure 2. Age distribution of COVID-19 hospitalization by Paxlovid use

Figure 1. Overall Covid-19 hospitalization and death rates by Paxlovid



8. Covid-19 outcomes vary with interferon treatment

Interferon β-1a  little or no effect on 
hospitalized patients with Covid-19

Interferon β-1a  greater odds of 
improvement and more rapid recovery

Interferon β-1b & β-1a  IFNβ-1a reduced time 
to clinical improvement, not IFNβ-1b

Interferon β-1a  no change in the time to 
reach clinical response



9. Pegylated interferon lambda ↓ hospitalization

• Randomized, controlled, adaptive trial 
• N = 1949 (931 on pegylated IF lambda)
• PCR+ adults; 
• 83% vaccinated (Brazil & Canada)
• 51% reduction in hospitalisation or 

emergency room visit (2.7% vs 5.6%) Figure. Absolute reduction in the risk of 
hospitalization or an ER visit due to Covid-19
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